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HE transformed a newly 
independent Singapore, 
from mudflats settlements 

into a metropolis, the architect of 
modern Singapore — Mr Lee Kuan 
Yew. Singapore recently mourned 
the passing of this great leader, 
who is regarded as a true giant 
in the country’s history. He will 
be remembered for generations 

for overcoming daunting 
challenges and delivering 

on his promise of 
a better life for 

S ingaporeans.  
True enough, his 
perpetual hard 
work paid off. 

It was a 
s o m b r e 
M o n d a y 
morning 
when Lee 
breathed

his last at the Singapore General 
Hospital. He was 91 years old. Lee 
died less than five months before 
the island celebrates its 50th 
anniversary as a nation. A sea of 
people braved torrential rain to 
pay their last respect. Strangers 
huddled together under umbrellas 
along the 15-kilometre procession 
route. 

“It has been a deeply moving 
experience,” his son, Prime 
Minister Lee Hsien Loong, said on 
Facebook, in a thank-you message 
to the people before the funeral 
ceremonies got under way.

The passing of Lee Kuan Yew 
was heart-breaking news for the 
netizen of Singapore and people 
around the world who admired his 
leadership qualities. 

In my opinion, Lee is a true 
leader. He never turned his back 
on responsibilities and strived 
endlessly to make his dream 
come true. He said, “I have spent 
my life, so much of it, building up 
this country. There’s nothing more 
that I need to do. At the end of the 
day, what have I got? A successful 
Singapore. What have I given up? 
My life.”

In a nutshell, Lee Kuan Yew’s 
legacy will still be remembered 
by future generations. It would be 
difficult to find another man like 
him, a person who gave his all for 
the country. In remembrance of 
this great man who helped shaped 
a country into a developed nation, 
a 7-day period of mourning 
was declared from March 23 till 
the March 29. The public paid 
their final respects and a state 
funeral service was held at the 
National University of Singapore’s 
University Cultural Centre. 
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